18        THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE
with his wife Dingihami. They formed one of the
ten families which made up the village, and all the
families were connected more or less closely by mar-
riage. Silindu was a cousin of the wife of Babe-
hami, the headman, who lived in the adjoining
compound. Babehami had been made a headman
because he was the only man in the village who could
write his name. He was a very small man, and
was known as Punchi Arachchix (the little Arach-
chi). Years ago, when a young man, he had gone
on a pilgrimage to the vihare2 at Medamahanuwara.
He had fallen ill there, and had stayed for a month
or two in the priest's pansala. The priest had
taught him his letters, and he had. learnt enough to
be able to write his own name.
Silindu was a cultivator like the other villagers.
The village called him "tikak pissu'1 (slightly mad).
Even in working in the chena he was the laziest man
in the village. His real occupation was hunting;
that is to say he shot deer and pig, with a long
muzzle-loading gas-pipe gun, whenever he could
creep up to one in the thick jungle; or, lying by the
side of a water-hole at night, shoot down some beast
who had come there to drink. Why this silent little
man, with the pinched-up face of a grey monkey
1JThe lowest rank of headman, the headman over a village.
2 A Buddhist temple containing an image of Buddha.